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Here are some of the answers that we
give to people with questions about
young wildlife:

@ A baby bird has fallen out of its nest in a
tree in my bacRkyard. I am afraid something
might happen to it if I leave it there on the
ground. Should I bring it into the house and feed
it until it is able to fly?

A No. The best thing to do is put the bird
carefully backintothe nest. Don’t worry about
getting your scent on the bird; it will not
affect the mother’s care. Even if you find that
the nest has blown out of the tree, put it back
in the tree securely along with the nestling.

@ [ was walking through the woods behind
our house and saw several baby raccoons on
the ground near a large hollow tree.  wonder if
they fell out of the hole way up in the tree.
Should I bring them home and care for them?

A No. Most likely the young raccoons are
merely exploring, and their motheris nearby.
They are probably old enough to be fully
capable of climbing back up the tree to their
den when they are ready to return. If they
were too young to climb, the mother would
carry them back. It should also be noted that
raccoons frequently carry highly contagious
roundworm parasites, and in any case, with
the current outbreak of rabies in Massachu-
setts, it is wise to avoid any contact with
raccoons and other wild mammals.

@ There is a young blue jay in my backyard
and it seems to have difficulty flying. Iam afraid
that either my dog or cat will get it. Should I
bring it inside and feed it until it is able to fly?

A No. As a fledgling, it has enough feathers
to leave the nest. This means it is old enough
to learn to fly, which it will rapidly begin to
do. Leave the bird alone, but keep your dog
and cat in the house for a few days so that
they will not disturb the bird.

@ I found an abandoned fawn near the edge of
a field on my property. I brought the fawn into my
house to save it, but I don’t know how to care for
it. What should I do?

A Immediately, take the fawn backtothe spot
where you found it, and leave it there. The
mother will come back again looking for the
fawn. Fawns have been successfully reunited
with their mothers by returning them to the
place where they were found even one or two
days after removal from the wild . When you
picked up the fawn, the mother was probably
feeding not far away. Young fawns are usually
quite safe when left alone because their color
pattern and lack of scent help them to remain
undetected until their mothers return.

@ I accidently kicked open a nest of baby
rabbits while walking in the thick grass at the
far corner of my backyard. They seem so
helpless. How can I rescue them?

A They do not need to be rescued. The
motherwill not return as long as youremain
at the nest. Just replace the top of the nest
that you uncovered and leave. The mother
willreturnand care forthe young. Cottontail
rabbits leave their young for several hours
while eating, but they do return to nurse
the young. As with other young wildlife, itis
best to LEAVE THEM ALONE!
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